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PEDRO PORTAL pportal@miamiherald.com, file 2020 


Ventilators are the last resort for very ill COVID-19 patients. But in recent weeks, some physicians have started rethinking the traditional way 
of treating acute respiratory distress syndrome, or ARDS, which can occur in severe cases of COVID-19. 


Changing a position 
changes doctors views 


m Doctors in at least two major Miami hospital emergency departments are sometimes 
waiting longer to intubate severely ill COVID-19 patients. Instead of putting them on 
ventilators, doctors are placing them on their sides or bellies and administering oxygen. 


BY BEN CONARCK 
bconarck@miamiherald.com 


Dr. David Farcy was in the midst of a 
discussion about treatment with a severely 
ill COVID-19 patient at Mount Sinai Med- 
ical Center in Miami Beach when he real- 
ized something unusual. 

The patient’s blood oxygen level was in 


Nursing homes 


for exemption from lawsuits 


m A trade group for 
Florida’s nearly 700 
nursing homes is asking 
Gov. Ron DeSantis to 
extend the state’s 
sovereign-immunity 
provisions to the industry 
and other healthcare 
sectors during the course 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 


BY CAROL MARBIN MILLER 
cmarbin@miamiherald.com 


The decades-long quest 


of Florida elder-care facil- have died from COVID-19. 

ities to secure greater 

protections against negli- 

gence lawsuits might get a dustry and other health- by refusing to name nurs- 


boost from the unlikeliest 
of events: a once-in-a- 
lifetime pandemic that is 
ravaging their residents. 

A trade group for Flor- 
ida’s nearly 700 nursing 
homes is asking Gov. Ron 
DeSantis to extend the 
state’s sovereign-immuni- 
ty provisions to the in- 


care sectors during the 
course of the coronavirus 
pandemic. If the request 
is granted, hospitals, nurs- 
ing homes, assisted-living 
facilities and other pro- 
viders would be protected 
against negligence suits. 
DeSantis is already 
doing the industry a favor 


the 70-80% range — so low that he 
shouldn’t have been able to carry on a 
conversation, said Farcy, the hospital’s 
director of emergency medicine. The nor- 
mal, healthy range is 98% or higher. 

“This patient is talking to me in full sen- 
tences,” Farcy said. “He’s like, ‘Hey Doc, I 
don’t feel too good. My chest hurts, but I 
really want to go home.’ ” 

Six weeks ago, Farcy said he or any other 


ask DeSantis 


MATIAS J. OCNER mocner@miamiherald.com 
Seven residents of Atria Willow Wood in Fort Lauderdale 


ing homes and ALFs 
where positive tests have 
occurred. The Miami 
Herald, joined by a slew 
of other news organiza- 
tions, has filed notice of 
intent to file a public- 
records lawsuit over that 


SEE IMMUNITY, 2A 


emergency-medicine doctor in the country 
would have rushed to intubate the patient, 
putting him on a ventilator that would 
breathe for him in the hope that he would 
be able to recover from the illness caused 
by the novel coronavirus. But in recent 
weeks, propelled by online discussion in 
the medical community and a letter by a 
highly influential critical-care doctor, some 
emergency-medicine physicians have start- 
ed rethinking the traditional way of treat- 
ing acute respiratory distress syndrome, or 
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More inside 


@ Miami-Dade superintendent doubts a return 
for this school year, 3A 


e@ Stranded tourists endure crisis in run-down 
house, 3A 


@ Plans to reopen Florida begin as COVID-19 
deaths top 600, 3A 


@ Federal judge orders ICE to release COVID-19 
information about contractors, 5A 


@ Relief checks begin arriving, 8A 


@ Royal Caribbean and several South Florida 
hotels and resorts confirm layoffs, 19A 
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Activate your digital access today. We 
are committed to delivering your 
newspaper, but if conditions arise that 
make it impossible to do so, we want you to 
be prepared. Activate your digital access for 
access to the eEdition — a digital replica of 
the printed paper — as well as our website, 
breaking news and more. Activate today at 
www.miamiherald.com/activate for 
24/7 access from any device. Please direct 
questions to customer service at 
customerservice@miamiherald.com. 


DeSantis 
picks 
someone 
else 

to solve 
jobless 
system 


m Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said he 
isn’t getting basic information on 
the state’s flawed unemployment 
system, so he named Jonathan 
Satter, currently heading the 
Department of Management 
Services, to fix it. 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER 
Imower@tampabay.com 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 

A month into Florida’s historic 
unemployment crisis, Gov. Ron 
DeSantis is replacing the man in 
charge of the state’s broken unem- 
ployment system. 

In a stunning admission, DeSan- 
tis said during a Wednesday news 
conference that he still doesn’t 
have basic information about how 
many unemployment applications 
have been processed or how many 
people have been paid — data that 
his counterparts in other states 
have been touting regularly. 

“T think that we need to know 
exactly how many claims are paid, 


SEE UNEMPLOYMENT, 4A 


Company 
tries to evict 
tenants 
despite ban 
by Gimenez 


m Evictions were ceased in 
Miami-Dade on March 12, when 
Mayor Carlos Gimenez ordered an 
indefinite moratorium on them. 
The company that owned the 
building either didn’t know 

or didn’t care. 


BY KEVIN G. HALL 
AND RENE RODRIGUEZ 


khall@mcclatchydc.com 
rrodriguez@miamiherald.com 


David Ellis worked 60-hour 
weeks providing corporate audio- 
visual services for events at hotels 
from South Beach to Aventura. As 
the coronavirus pandemic spread, 
he was laid off on March 5 as hotels 
closed like dominoes. He quickly let 
his landlord know he might be 
unable to pay April’s rent. 

In the month that has followed, 
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